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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH AFRICAN AMBASSADORS

1. SUMMARY. ON JANUARY 15, THE SECRETARY MET FOR ONE
HOUR WITH THE 39 AFRICAN AMBASSADORS AND OTHER DIPLOMATIC
REPRESENTATIVES IN WASHINGTON OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE
OAU. THE MEETING WAS HELD IN THE DEPARTMENT'S 8TH FLOOR
ADAMS ROOM, .HIS THIRD MEETING WITH THE AFRICAN GROUP.
AFTER BRIEF INTRODUCTORY REMARKS THE SECRETARY RESPONDED
TO QUESTIONS ON ANGOLA, LONG-TERM US-AFRICAN RELATION-
SHIPS, THE. NEW OFFICE OFMULTILATERAL AFFAIRS, AND
RHODESIA. THE SECRETARY SAID HE PLANS TO MAKE A TRIP TO 	 -
AFRICA IN SPRING. PENDING CONFERMATION OF THE SECRETARY'S
PLANS, POSTS SHOULD KEEP RESPONSES TO QUERIES ON THE TRIP
IN LOW KEY. END SUMMARY.

2. ANGOLA. THE SECRETARY RESTATED THE US POSITION ON
ANGOLA, CALLING FOR AN AFRICAN SOLUTION THAT REMOVES ALL
OUTSIDE INFLUENCE FROM ANGOLA. HE REPEATED US OPPOSITION
TO THE PRESENCE OF SOUTH AFRICAN, SOVIET AND CUBAN FORCES
THERE. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT IN THE US VIEW THERE
SHOULD BE A CEASE-FIRE, NEGOTIATIONS AMONG THE PARTIES,
AND AN END TO ALL FOREIGN INTERVENTION. THE US WOULD

WELCOME AN OAU CONCILIATION MISSION OR ANY OTHER AFRICAN
EFFORT TO BRING AN END TO THE FIGHTING. HE SAID THERE IS
NO UNITED STATES NATIONAL INTEREST IN ANGOLA AS SUCH AND -
THE US IS NOT AGAINST THE MPLA AS LONG AS THE NPLA IS AN
AFRICAN ORGANIZATION. THE SECRETARY COMMENTED
THAT THE ANGOLA SITUATION COULD BE SETTLED WITHIN A MONTH.

3. US AFRICAN RELATIONS. THE SECRETARY STRESSED THAT
ANGOLA WAS A SHORT-TERM PROBLEM. HE POINTED OUT. 'THAT THE
US IS INTERESTED IN DEVELOPING A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH
AFRICA. IMPORTANT FACTORS IN OUR LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIPS
INCLUDE AFRICAN INDEPENDENCE, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,SOCIAL



JUSTICE AND RACIAL EQALITY. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT THE
US WAS PREPARED TO COOPERATE IN AFRICAN ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT, AND TO SUPPORT EFFORTS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND RACIAL
EQUALITY.

4. OFFICE OF MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS. IN RESPONSE TO
QUESTIONS, THE SECRETARY DESCRIBED THE NEW OFFICE OF MULTI-
LATERAL AFFAIRS AS AN EFFORT TO COPE WITH PROBLEMS WHICH
ARE ENCOUNTERED LARGELY IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.
HE NOTED THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT WAS ORGANIZED TO DEAL
WITH INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES ON BILATERAL PROBLEMS. MANY
PROBLEMS	 WERE NOW HANDLED IN MULTILATERAL
ORGANIZATIONS; MOST OF THE US DEALINGS WITH SOME
COUNTRIES WERE IN MULTILATERAL SETTINGS. TO DEAL WITH
THIS DEVELOPMENT, THE OFFICE OF MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS WAS
ESTABLISHED. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT THE OFFICE BASIC-
ALLY HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE LEVEL OF AID BEING GIVEN
A PARTICULAR COUNTRY (AS SOME NEWSPAPER STORIES HAD
ALLEGED). AID DOES HAVE A RELATIONSHIP TO THE GENERAL
STATE OF US RELATIONS WITH A COUNTRY AND A TOTAL PATTERN
OF HOSTILITY WOULD, OVER TIME, AFFECT THE US JUDGMENT ON
THE ALLOCATION OF LIMITED RESOURCES. HE SAID THE US WOULD
NOT ATTEMPT TO BUY UN VOTES BY PROMISING OR THREATENING
AID.

5. RHODESIA. THE SECRETARY SAID WE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO
MOVE RHODESIA TOWARDS MAJORITY RULE, USING US MORAL IN-
FLUENCE WITH ALL OF THE PARTIES CONVENED WITHIN RHODESIA
AND WITH SOUTH AFRICA. IN REPLY TO A QUESTION ON
RHODESIAN CHROME THE SECRETARY REAFFIRMED THE ADMINISTRA-
TION' SUPPORT FOR REPEAL OF THE BYRD AMENDMENT, AND PRO-
MISED TO FIGHT FOR REPEAL IN THE FUTURE.

6. SECRETARY'S TRIP TO AFRICA. THE SECRETARY STATED HIS
INTENTION TO VISIT AFRICA IN THE SPRING OF 1976, TO VISIT
SEVERAL COUNTRIES IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE CONTINENT
AND TO MEET WITH AFRICAN LEADERS WHOM HE DID NOT YET
KNOW. FINAL PLANS HAD NOT YET BEEN MADE, HE SAID, BUT
HE PRESENTLY PLANNED TO TRAVEL TO AFRICA FOR ABOUT 10
DAYS SOMETIME BETWEEN MARCH 15 AND APRIL 15.

7. GUIDANCE. UNTIL PLANS ARE FIRM, POSTS ARE REQUESTED
TO RESPOND TO QUERIES CONCERNING THE SECRETARY'S TRIP
IN LOW KEY. YOU MAY SAY THAT HZ HAS EXPRESSED HIS INTEN-
TION TO MAKE THE VISIT, AND LOOKS FORWARD TO THE TRIP.
NO DECISIONS HAVE AS YET BEEN TAKEN, HOWEVER, AS TO
DATES, SCHEDULE OR ITINERARY.	 INGERSOLL
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